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UFOlogist Maccabee, holding documents, refused to discuss saucer ab­
ductions. NCAS's Klass is on ri ht. 

June Meeting: TV Cameras Roll as Panel 
Discusses-or Avoids-UFO Abductions 
By Julie Stern 

As a film crew from local television station W1TG looked on, a panel of 
experts discussed the latest controversy concerning UFOs-alleged abduc­
tions-<>r, in one case, changed the subject. Close to 200 people attended 
NCAS's first general meeting, held on June 7 at the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, and the Channel 5 news report that 
night gave the fledgling organization a welcome kickoff. 

The event-billed as a lively discussion on"UFO Abductions: Fact or 
Fantasy?"-started with a review of the history of such claims by moderator 
James H. Sharp, director of the Albert Einstein Planetarium at the National Air 
& Space Museum. He started with the 1961 Barney and Beuy Hill case and 
cone luded with several claims made in the 1970s, shortly after a movie based on 
the Hill incident was rerun on television. 

Sharp then asked, "What have the aliens done for us lately?" He cited two 
recentbestsellers-WhitleyStreiber'sCommunionandBuddHopkins's/ntrud­
ers-that claim that extraterresttials have abducted and experimented on hu­
mans. "Are these historic claims of UFO abductions fact or fantasy?" asked 
Sharp of the afternoon's speakers, Philip J. Klass, a founding member of 
CSICOP who has been investigating famous UFO cases for more than 20 years 
and written several books on the subject, and Bruce S. Maccabee, a research 
physicist employed by the Navy and chair of the Fund for UFO Research, who 
has also been investigating UFO cases for nearly two decades and has published 
widely on the topic. 

Klass began by reviewing Hopkins's claim that hundreds or even thousands 
of people are probably unknowing victims of UFO abductions. He asked 
members of the audience whether they have ever experienced some of the three 
key "Hopkins criteria" for evidence of abduction. "Have you ever experienced 
missing time (discovered that it was either later or earlier than you thought)? 
Have you ever had a nightmare in which you dreamed you saw strange-looking 
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Board Thanks WTTG 
For Coverage, 
Notes Error 

NCAS Interim President Stanley 
Bigman has thanked local television 
station WTIG-channel 5-for its 
coverage of our first general meeting, on 
UFOs (see related story). Stan praised 
the station, saying "it has become appar­
ent that WITG is the area's leading 
television station in reporting on topics, 
organizations, and events of local inter­
est" 

Stan did note, however, that reporter 
Katherine DeLaski was in error when 
she said that NCAS "rejects the notion" 
that "maybe there is life out there." 

"Although I haven't taken a poll of 
our membership, I believe that in fact 
the contrary is true: most skeptics do 
accept the possibility of other life forms 
in the universe .... The issue for skeptics 
is not the possibility of other life forms, 
but whether or not reported sightings of 
lights and other objects are in fact extra­
terresttial visitors, as often claimed by 
UFO proponents." 

NCAS Praises CBS 
For Quackery Feature 

"Let me relay our organization's 
highest compliments for the fine piece 
of work: you did concerning medical 
quackery and AIDS victims," Interim 
President Stanley Bigman wrote the 
producers of the CBS network show 
West 57th Street, broadcast April 27. 

The interim board asked Stan to send 
the letter because instances of respon­
sible reporting on pseudoscience need 
to be lauded to encourage similar ef­
forts. 



 



 



 



 

Haunted House, from page 4 

The mechanism by which "triggering incidents" produce riots, rumors, 
collective delusions, panics, and other forms of collective behavior is not fully 
understood. Hauntings might be thought of as equivalent to rumors; they may be 
a reaction to ambiguous incidents, coupled with interest in stories related to 
death. These episodes occur more frequently than might be assumed. A recent 
national poll found that 42 percent of Americans feel that they have had a 
"contact with the dead" experience at least once. 

I will be leaving the Washington area to begin teaching in North Carolina in 
the fall. NCAS members should feel free to contact me regarding interesting 
cases that might come up in the future. As in the past, I plan to keep track of 
spontaneously occurring claims of the paranormal occurring anywhere in the 
mid-Atlantic region. My future address is Department of Social Sciences, 
Elizabeth City State University, Elizabeth City, North Carolina 27909. 

Supreme Court Voids Creationism Law 
By Randall Lockwood 

OnJ une 20, the Supreme Court voted 7 to 2 to strike down as unconstitutional 
a Louisiana law that required public schools to teach "creation science" when­
ever they taught the theory of evolution. This action was widely described as a 
major defeat for religious fundamentalists. 

The 1981 law mandated that both evolution and creationism be taught as 
theory rather than fact. When initially enacted, the law was immediately 
challenged by a group of parents and teachers as a violation of the Establishment 
Clause, which since the 1960s has been interpreted by the court to forbid the 
fostering of religion in schools. The law was struck down by a federal district 
judge and was then appealed by Louisiana to the U.S. Court of Appeals, which 
affirmed the initial decision. The case was then appealed to the Supreme Court. 

CS I COP and the Southern California Skeptics played a major role in battling 
the law. The groups organized an amicus curiae or "friend of the court" brief that 
was signed by representatives of 24 scientific organizations and by 72 Nobel 
Prize winners. The brief argued that creation science embodies beliefs of a 
specific religion, and also pointed out the distinctions between scientific fact and 
theory. 

The court's statement is very explicit in its condemnation of the Louisiana law 
in particular and the general concept of"equal treatment" promoted by creation­
ists. It states: 

Forbidding the teaching of evolution when creation science is not also 
taught undermines the provision of a comprehensive education., .. The 
contention that the act furthers a 'basic concept of fairness' by requiring 
the teaching of all evidence on the subject is without merit 

The act impermissibly endorses religion by advancing the religious 
belief that a supernatural being created mankind. The legislative history 
demonstrates that the term 'creation science,• as contemplated by the state 
legislature, embraces this religious teaching. 
This court action will not bring an end to the creation science debate, nor will 

it prevent individual schools or teachers from attempting to promote religious 
concepts in the science classroom. We will have to continue to monitor this issue 
for a long time to come. 

NOTE: The complete text of the Supreme Court decision in this case 
(Edwards et al. v. Aguillard et al., No. 85-1513) may be obtained free of charge 
by calling the Public Information Office of theSupremeCourtat (202) 479-3211. 

NCAS Newsletter/Sept. 1987 

Publishing, from page 2 

What about the future of skeptical 
writings? As usual, the only real skepti­
cal beacon was the exhibit of Prom­
etheus Books, which was manned by 
CSICOP's Paul Kurtz and his son Jon­
athan. Kurtz lamented the proliferation 
of New Age material, and the lack of 
books of a specifically skeptical nature 
from any other publishers. 

As part of its promotion, Prometheus 
held a press conference on May 25 at 
whichJamesRandi briefly described the 
investigations detailed in his latest 
book, The Faith Healers (to be released 
this September). The audience was rela­
tively small, but several members of the 
press expressed gratitude for Randi's 
efforts and encouraged him to keep up 
the good work. In all, this preview of 
things to come was neither deeply dis­
turbing nor particularly encouraging 
from a skeptic's perspective. It served to 
demonstrate that skepticism and credu­
lity will continue to coexist on book­
shelves in the coming year, with the 
scales still tipped in favor of the latter. 

Board Cites Facts 
On Charlatan 
In Letter to Senator 

"Scientific and other informed opin­
ion is nearly unanimous in its belief that 
[Uri] Geller is no more than a clever 
magician who uses simple conjuring 
tricks to fake psychic abilities," NCAS 
wrote in a letter to Senate Foreign Rela­
tions Committee Chairman Claiborne 
Pell [D-RI] in June. Pell and House 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman 
Dante Fascell [D-FL] had met with the 
spoon-bending magician to discuss 
psychical research in a special lead­
shielded room in the Capitol (News­
letter, May). 

The letter went on to cite additional 
facts about Geller. It concluded with an 
offer "to meet with you at your conven­
ience to discuss the overwhelming evi­
dence of Geller's trickery." There has 
been no reply from the senator's office. 
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Contributors Needed 
For Media Data Base 

The Archives Committee is devel­
oping a data base listing articles about 
paranonnal phenomena and fringe sci­
ence appearing in local and federal 
publications. The data will be avail­
able for use by other NCAS commit­
tees and CSICOP. Among its feature 
will be keyword and keyname 
searches. 

The latter feature proves especially 
valuable in instances where an imme­
diate response to some news item is 
warranted. Any information about 
individuals, events, or subject areas 
will be extremely useful in forming a 
response. We need full-time subscrib­
ers to local and federal publications 
who are willing to read every issue 
thoroughly (and skeptically). clip ar­
ticles of interest., and forward the ar­
ticles to the Archives Committee. 

Successful applicants will have 
keen minds and scissors. If you sub­
scribe to one or more such publica­
tions, you may qualify! These articles 
will be added to the archives database 
and may be digested for the "Media 
Watch" column in this Newsletter . 
Suggestions on keywords/names to be 
added would also be appreciated. For 
further information, contact Dan 
Knauf (202) 328-8634 (evenings). 

Astrology Committee Organizes, 
Creates Local Agenda 

The NCAS Astrology Special In­
terest Group held its first meeting on 
June 23. Those attending agreed to 
postpone selection of officers, as a 
number of interested members were 
unable to attend. We have, however, 
begun several activities. 

A principal function of this group, 
and of the other NCAS special interest 
groups, is education. While astrology 
is often viewed as one of the most 
innocuous of pseudosciences, it is also 
one of the most widespread, and thus 
provides a readily accessible frame­
work for teaching the general prin­
ciples of skeptical thoughL Our basic 
responsibility will be to become rela­
tive experts in order to serve as a reli­
able source of infonnotion for the 
members of NCAS and for the Wash­
ington area in general. 

A number of members have ex­
pressed interest in examining astrol­
ogy in the broad context of its histori­
cal roots, its different fonns and uses in 
other countries, and how it manifests 
the basic appeal of pseudoscientific 
explanations. We would like to ar­
range for discussions with historians, 
psychologists, etc., who share these 
interests. 

Although most of those present 
would like to do something about the 

ever-present newspaper astrology col­
umns, it was felt thatthefailureofpast 
attempts to eliminate them or add dis­
claimers warrants a different ap­
proach. Because astrology columns 
represent an unhappy blurring of the 
distinction between the entertainment 
and infonnation functionsofthenews­
paper, they would seem to be a profes­
sional issue for journalists comparable 
to that concerning "docudramas" on 
television. We propose to raise this 
issue through letters to the profes­
sional journals of the news media. We 
are also planning to approach local 
editors with polite questions about 
their justifications for running such 
columns. 

One area of particular concern to 
our members is the use of astrology by 
businesses, particularly for justifying 
personnel actions. We have begun a 
search for documentation on this sub­
ject.and would appreciate infonnation 
(even anecdotal) from other NCAS 
members. 

For funher infonnation about the 
Astrology SIG, call Lee Rickard at 
767-2495 (office). 

Halloween Seance 
To 'Scare,' 'Educate' 

Library Gift Program Suggested NCAS is planning a week-long 
series of seances in a theatrical setting 
to educate members and the public 
about the reality behind spiritualism 
during an enjoyable evening's enter­
tainment. AtpresenL,theplanistogive 
nightly shows for 30-40 people each 
during a period in late October close to 
Halloween. 

NCAS Interim President Stan Big­
man is developing a program to donate 
collections of books on skepticism to 
local libraries. The idea for this came 
from his inability to obtain any of a 
number of such books from local li­
braries with well-stocked shelves of 
pseudoscience. Bigman has discussed 
with Paul KurtzofCSICOP and Prom­
etheus Press a plan under which Kurtz 
will designate a group of appropriate 
titles. These will be made available at 
a special discount for the group. 
Donors will then be invited to pur­
chase sets to be offered to libraries 
inour area. Titles and prices are still 
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under discussion. Bigman and Phil 
Klass each indicated a willingness to 
underwrite the cost of one set 

A fund may also be established to 
permit persons not wishing to contrib­
ute a whole set to make smaller contri­
butions. These would then be pooled 
to finance complete sets. 

Prometheus Press has expressed 
interest in the possibility of extending 
such a program through other local 
skeptics groups, should we be able to 
demonstrate its feasibility. 

For information, writeStanat4515 
Willard Avenue, #2204S, Chevy 
Chase, MD (phone (301) 654-7362). 

The program is being planned by 
NCAS Vice President Chip Denman 
and member Jamie Swis, a profes­
sional magic ian. Both hope the event 
will generate media coverage while 
raising funds for our organization. 
Persons who would like to volunteer to 
help build sets, sell tickets, serve as 
ushers, etc., should contact Chip at 
585-4093 (home). 
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Sixth' Senses, from P?ge 11 
tounded to discover that ordinary children had the power to 
~nd silverware with their minds-provided that one didn't 
watch them to make sure they weren't cheating. 

He wrote a big book on the subject, called Superminds, in 
which he argued that only electromagnetism could explain 
ESP. He was immediately upbraided for this loose experi­
mental work, mostly by magicians. In The Magic of Uri 
Geller, James Randi describes how Taylor was completely 
flummoxed in a reproduction of the Geller effect that was 
accomplished through fairly crude conjuring methods. In the 
face of so much negative evidence, Taylor began to have 
second thoughts. Curiously, he expressed them by reporting 
a test for elec1romagnetic phenomena associated with ESP. 
Finding none, and having already decided that only electro­
magnetism could explain ESP, he concluded that ESP must 
not be real. It was not a graceful retreat. 

There is one area of investigation into electromagnetic 
sensitivity that is not only respectable, but even potentially 
profitable. Curiously, the entry point into this field is the 
observed ability of animals to regenerate lost limbs. 

If you cut a flatwonn in half, it will grow a complete 
replacement half. Cells that have lain around the body, not 
specialized to any particular organ or function, rush to the 
site of injury and begin specializing into whatever kinds of 
cells are needed. At the same time, an electrical change, 
called the current of injury, develops at the injured point. 
Although this current was first noted in the late 1700s, it was 
only in the late 1950s that Robert Becker constructed a 
theoretical link between it and the regeneration. Becker's 
theory, that the cells respond to a constant electric current 
maintained by the nervous system, stimulated some re­
markably successful attempts to regenerate limbs in animals 
that cannot ordinarily do so, via applied electric fields. The 
resulting techniques have also proven useful in encouraging 
human bones to mend. 

More recent work suggests that it is the skin, rather than 
the underlying nerves, that generates the current of injury. 
The currents themselves seem to be flows of sodium ions, 
absorbed by healthy skin from the outside world. The 
prospect of using artificially imposed currents to speed 
healing, perhaps even to regenerate lost human limbs, is 
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understandably exciting. 
One curious sidelight that it brings to mind is the old idea 

that the skin could serve as a substitute visual system. There 
was some discussion in the 1960s, by both Soviet and 
American researchers, of people who seemed to be able to 
read with their fingertips, even though securely blindfolded. 
Similar instances of so-called denno-optical perception 
were reported by the French novelist Jules Romains after 
World War I. Alas, the key to this mystery turns out to be 
mundane. Magicians will tell you that it is virtually impos­
sible to secure a blindfold completely. Minute chinks will 
always remain, sufficient to allow reading, playing ping­
pong, and even, in the case of one spectacular magician, 
driving a horse-drawn carriage through Paris. When prop­
erly blinded (as by putting a box over the head), the finger­
readers become illiterate. 

While denno-optical perception does not seem to hold 
any promise for the handicapped, there is a new perceptual 
channel that does seem to be present in a small minority of 
blind people. Lawrence Weiskrantz, of Oxford University, 
has found that some people, whose visual impainnents 
originated in brain cortex damage, have a kind of "blind­
sight." Shown some event, they do not see it; but when asked 
to guess what it was, they guess correctly nine times out of 
ten! Apparently, there is a neural path from eye to brain that 
goes through the midbrain rather than the cortex. The result­
ing sensation is not of an image, but rather a feeling of 
something happening. Extreme peripheral vision in sighted 
people seems to be an analogous phenomenon. Weiskranrz 
has shown that the accuracy ofblindsight could be improved 
in both human and ape subjects through special training. 

The blindsight phenomenon involves cases where the 
damage is not to the sensory organ, the eye, but to the cortex, 
which organizes the visual stimuli into a coherent image. 
Apparently, we do only see those things thatare pennissible 
within the reducing framework of the brain. We seem to have 
returned to the idea that evolution has produced a physical 
structure adapted to perceiving the important patterns of 
objective reality. And that some of these structures, these 
brains, are more sensitive to the pattern of the monetary 
system, while others are more attuned to sex. 
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